
GLOSSARY

Achene   A dry indehiscent fruit with a single seed, as in strawberry.
Acidic Soil   Soil with high concentrations of hydrogen ions and low concentrations of mineral

salts; as opposed to alkaline.    
Actinomorphic  (Regular)  Corolla exhibits radial symmetry, i.e. can be divided in many ways

into two equal halves.  Examples include flowers of Prunus, Rosa, Narcissus, Magnolia,
Ranunculus, and many taxa considered primitive.

Acute   Ending in a sharp point with more or less straight margins, or somewhat convex, as
opposed to acuminate where margins taper in a concave manner toward the point. 

Acuminate   Gradually tapering to the apex with more or less concave margins, as opposed to
acute where margins do not taper in a concave manner.

Aggregate   Developed ovaries from a single flower are combined into a single structure or
fruit (in the lay sense) that is actually many fruit in the botanical sense.  Examples include
blackberry (Rubus) and Magnolia.  

Alkaline Soil    Soil with high concentrations of mineral salts such as potassium, sodium or
calcium, chemically basic as measured by high pH; as opposed to acidic.  Can be
detrimental to plant growth.  

Alpine Plants   Are plants adapted to growth under conditions of high light intensity and low
temperature at high elevations above timberline.  They are usually small plants that grow
slowly and can be useful in the rock-garden.

Alternate Leaves   Leaves are arranged alternately along the stem; as opposed to opposite or
whorled.

Annual  Plants that germinate, grow, reproduce and die within a one-year period; as opposed
to perennial.  Examples include many bedding plants such as marigold (Tagetes) and
Zinnia, and many weeds such as annual bluegrass (Poa annua).

Anther   The pollen bearing sac at the end of the stamen, usually mounted on the filament, but
can be sessile.

Apetalous   True flowers lacking petals.
Apocarpous   Carpels are free, there is no fusion, as opposed to syncarpous.
Aquatic Plants   Plants that grow in, on, or under water, roots may grow in sediment or be

floating, shoot may be partially submerged.  Examples include water lilies (Nymphaea),
and lotus ( Nelumbo) which are dicots, and some aquatic weeds such as water hyacinth
(Eichhornia) which is a monocot. 

Aril   A fleshy appendage of the stalk that attaches the ovule to the placenta; later seen as a
fleshy structure covering part or all of the seed.  

Attenuate   Gradually tapering to a point as in a leaf apex.
Auricle   An appendage, usually small, from the base of a leaf or petal.
Auriculate   Having one or more auricles.
Awl-Shaped   Slender but broader at the base and narrowing gradually to a sharp tip

(acuminate).
Axillary Bud   An incompletely developed shoot, or flower in the axil of a leaf, often covered

with bud scales.
Banner   The upper petal of the papilionaceous flower in Fabaceae, usually broad and erect.  It



may have pigmented markings to aid in the attraction and orientation of pollinators.
Bedding Plants  Annual and perennial plants grown usually from seed, occasionally from

cuttings, for garden use, such as the perennial border.
Berry   A pulpy fruit, botanically derived from a single syncarpous pistil, with one or more seeds

and no stony endocarp, as in tomato.
Betalains  A group of pigments, often providing bright, vivid colors to flowers, chemically  very

different than the more common flavonoids, among other structural differences, they
have nitrogen, found for example in Aizoaceae and Cactaceae.

Biennial   A plant that produces vegetative growth in its first year and flowers, fruits and dies
after the second year. 

Bilabiate   Corolla that is strongly zygomorphic, and forming a distinct upper and lower labia, or
lip; found, for example, in Lamiaceae. 

Bipinnate  Compound leaves that are twice pinnate, with  the primary leaflets  further pinnately
divided into secondary leaflets.

Bisexual   Flowers have both male and female organs, the same as perfect.
Blade   Leafy part of the leaf, see also Lamina, usually flat, but may be cylindrical, attached to

stem by petiole; can also refer to similar part of a petal (lobe).
Bract   Reduced leaf-like or scale-like structure associated with inflorescence or cone; usually

subtends a peduncle, flower, or stem; or scale in cone bearing plants.  Can appear
transitional between sepals and true leaves.

Bulb  A short underground stem with compact, fleshy leaves, a storage organ that can be used
to propagate the plant, as in onion.

Calyx   The outermost, or lower whorl of the flower, composed of sepals, that may be green or
may be petaloid, as part of the perianth.

Campanulate   Shaped like a bell.
Capitulum   An inflorescence composed of a dense cluster of more or less sessile flowers, see

also head.
Capsule   A dry, dehiscent fruit that is composed of two or more fused carpels, syncarpous.
Carpel   Segments of the pistil or ovary; a simple pistil is composed of a single carpel, a

compound pistil of two or more carpels.  Their number is often the same or a multiple of
the number of stamens. 

Catkin   Spike-like inflorescence with flowers lacking petals or sepals, with scaly bracts,  usually
unisexual on monoecious plants such as Quercus or Betula; generally wind-pollinated.

Claw   Narrow, stalk-like base of the petal or sepal.
Climbing   Plant habit in which climbing is accomplished by twisting stems or petioles, or

tendrils which may have cup-like grasping structures, as in Macfadyena.
Column  Formed from the fusion of the style and stamens in Orchidaceae, or the filaments in

Malvaceae.
Compound Leaf   Leaf is divided into distinct parts, often called leaflets; a twice-compound leaf

has leaflets further divided into secondary leaflets.  For arrangement of leaflets see
Palmate and Pinnate. 

Compound Pistil   Pistil is composed of more than one partially-fused or totally-fused carpel.
Cone   Reproductive structure of Gymnosperms with seed-bearing scales compressed on an

axis; separate and distinct male and female cones usually on monoecious plants, can be
dioecious as in Podocarpus.



Connate   Parts (usually petals) fused into a cone-like structure; see also sympetalous.
Cordate   Heart-shaped, usually refers to the base of leaves.
Corm   A swollen, underground stem with a single growing point, as in Gladiolus, a storage

organ that can be used in propagation. 
Corolla   The inner whorl of the perianth, composed of the petals.
Corona   An appendage of the perianth, often called a crown, as in Oleander, or cup, as in

Narcissus. 
Corymb   A group of inflorescences that are indeterminate and flat-topped with outer flowers

opening first.
Crenate   With rounded teeth, scalloped.
Cultivar   A contraction of cultivated and variety,  a genotype produced by plant breeding; not

expected to be found under natural conditions.  Convention dictates that cultivar names
have the first letter capitalized and the name is in single quotes.

Cupule   A cup-like structure formed from fusion of bracts, as in the involucre that holds the
acorn in Fagaceae.

Cuspidate   ending abruptly in a sharp point, as in the apex of a leaf.
Cuticle   The outermost tissue layer, epidermis, waxy, containing cutin, fatty acids and cellulose.
Cutting   A section of a stem that has adventitious rooting; an asexual means of propagation

commonly used in the floricultural industry and by gardeners.
Cyanthium   The inflorescence of Euphorbia, tiny male flowers reduced to a single stamen

surrounding a single female flower reduced to a single, 3 carpellate pistil, enclosed in a
cupule with external glands.

Cyme   A group of inflorescences that are determinate and flat-topped with central (terminal)
flowers opening first.

Deciduous   Usually leaves, but can be petals or sepals, that fall off the plant and the end of a
growing, or flowering period.  Leaves of many species of trees fall in the Fall or Winter
and these are referred to as deciduous, but some flowers have deciduous sepals,
especially in Papaveraceae.  

Decumbent   Spreading growth habit where stem grows outward with apex pointing upward.
Decurrent   Attachment of leaf extends along the stem, as in Picea.
Deltoid  Shaped like the Greek delta, as in a leaf with petiole attached at base.
Dentate   Leaf margin with sharp teeth pointing outward.
Dioecious   Flowers are unisexual throughout a plant leading to separate male plants and female

plants.  Examples of dioecious species include Ginkgo biloba and Pistacia chinensis.
Disk Flower   Actinomorphic, tubular flowers found in the central part of the inflorescence

(capitulum) in Asteraceae, as opposed to the ray flowers that provide petals around the
edge of the capitulum.

Double Flower   The number of petals can be increased by plant breeders through  mutation or
selection, in some cases to twice the base number for the taxon, but in many cases by a
variable number that can be quite large.  See also Single Flower.

Drupe  A stone-fruit with an indehiscent, single seed enclosed in a hard endocarp which, in turn
is enclosed in a fleshy pericarp, as in peach.  

Druplet  A small drupe, generally part of an aggregate fruit such as blackberry. 
Elliptic   Shaped somewhat like an ellipse, with the broadest part near the center.
Embryo   The first stages of the life cycle of plants that immediately follows fertilization, occurs



in the ovary of flowering plants, on the scales of cone-bearing plants, and results in a
seed.  At germination the embryo resumes growth and becomes a seedling. 

Endocarp The inner layer of the pericarp, encloses the seed and can be stony, as in a drupe.
Endemic   Taxon that is restricted to a small, well-defined geographic area.
Entire   Leaves with continuous margins, lacking lobes or teeth.
Epipetalous   Mounted on the petals, usually refers to stamens.
Epiphyte   Plant that grows on another plant but is not parasitic.
Evergreen   Plants that have foliage at all times of the year, implies that leaves persist more than

one year, as opposed to deciduous, but not as general a term as deciduous.
Falls   The outer three perianth segments (petaloid sepals) in the flower of Iris and its relatives,

often drooping, and broader than the inner three segments (standards).
Family  A collection of related genera; the relationship indicated by one or more phylogenetic

characteristics; each family belongs to an Order of related families.
Fascicle   A close bundle, usually pertaining to coniferous leaves, but can indicate other organs,

such as stems or flowers.
Filaments   Part of the stamen, it is the stalk, often thread-like, that bears the anther.
Floribunda   A horticultural class of modern roses with flowers much like hybrid teas, but

somewhat smaller, and born in clusters; these were developed by crossing hybrid teas
with hybrid polyanthas.

Fluted   Decorated with flute-like columns, as in the trunk of an old olive tree.
Follicle   A dry, dehiscent fruit of a single carpel, dehiscing along a single suture.
Four-Ranked   Leaves arranged in four rows along the stem.
Free   Parts, such as sepals, petals or pistils, are not connected and dehisce individually rather

than as a unit, see for example polypetalous.
Fruit   The ripened ovary of Angiosperms, may retain parts of stigma and style.
Funnelform   Funnel-shaped, usually corolla, with tube gradually opening as it approaches the

lobes.
Genus   A collection of related species, each belongs to a family of related genera. 
Glabrous   Without hairiness such as pubescence, tomentum, etc.
Glandular   With glands.
Glandular-Dotted Usually leaves that are dotted with glands.
Glaucous   Covered with a waxy bloom that can easily be rubbed off.
Glochid   A spine that is barbed like a fish hook
Grandiflora   A horticultural class of modern hybrid roses that originated with 'Queen

Elizabeth,'  a hybrid between  a hybrid tea and a floribunda, they have individual flowers
much like hybrid teas but usually in clusters of a few flowers.

Gymnosperm   A Division of plants that have seeds born naked, i.e. not enclosed within an
ovary, on reproductive scales, as in conifers.

Gynoecium   The female flower structure, the pistil or group of pistils of an individual flower,
composed of the carpels of a flower.

Hardy   Horticultural term that usually indicates the tolerance of a plant to winter conditions,
often taken to mean winter-hardy, or cold-tolerant. 

Head   An inflorescence composed of a dense cluster of more or less sessile flowers, see also
capitulum. 

Herbaceous   Plants that are not woody, annuals or perennials where the shoot dies back each



year.
Hybrid   Cross between two species, i.e. interspecific hybrid, or between two inbred lines of the

same species, i.e. an F1 hybrid.
Hybrid Perpetual   The dominant roses from about 1850 to nearly 1900 when they gradually

became replace by hybrid teas which flower over a much longer season.
Hybrid Tea   Originated from crosses of Hybrid Perpetuals with Tea Roses from China which

added recurrent flowering and spicy fragrance to the greater cold tolerance of the
Hybrid Perpetuals, the first variety introduced in 1867, came to dominate by 1900.

Hypanthium   A floral cup formed of the fused lower parts of the sepals, petals and filaments,
from which arise the sepal and petal lobes, and outermost portions of stamens,
characteristic of Rosaceae.

Imbricate   Overlapping as in fish scales, often in reference to bud scales.
Inferior Ovary   The ovary is placed below the attachments of sepals, petals and stamens, as

opposed to Superior Ovary.
Inflorescence   The arrangement of flowers on a plant, solitary or in various groupings,

combined with bracts and branchlets, subtended by the peduncle.
Internode   The section of a stem between successive nodes.
Invasive   Tendency of a plant to invade areas where it is unwanted from areas where it has

been planted, colonizing and has the potential to become a weed.
Involucre   Small leaves or bracts immediately below an inflorescence and distinct from normal

vegetative leaves.
Irregular   A flower whose corolla has bilateral symmetry and can be viewed as two equal

halves, see also zygomorphic, and opposed to regular, or actinomorphic, where the
symmetry is more or less fully radial. 

Juvenile   Characteristics typical of seedlings and young plants in species where plants undergo a
metamorphosis from a juvenile to an adult stage.

Keel   The fused two lower-most petals of the papilionaceous flower in Fabaceae, appears inner-
most and generally encloses the stamens and pistil in a manner that effects  cross-
pollination by insects.

Labellum   An enlarged lip, usually of a petal or petal lobe, as in Orchidaceae.
Labiate   Composed of two lips, for the corolla, a particular type of zygomorphy, characteristic

of Lamiaceae. 
Lamina   The expanded outer part of the leaf as opposed to the stem-like petiole, the inner part

of the leaf, see also Blade.
Lanceolate   Several times longer than broad, with broadest point less than half-way from the

base, generally leaves that appear lance-shaped.
Leaflet   A leaf-like unit of the compound leaf.
Legume   A fruit of one carpel and one locule, dehiscing along two sutures, characteristic of

Fabaceae.
Ligule   A strap-shaped structure, often the enlarged, outer-lobe of the corolla of ray flowers in 

Asteraceae, or projections between the sheath and lamina of leaves in Poaceae.
Linear   Long and narrow with opposite margins nearly parallel, as in leaves of Poaceae.
Lobe   Usually the free, outer end of sepals or petals that are united below, often the part of the

petal that appears to be the petal, the limbs mounted on the corolla, or calyx  tube.
Locule   A chamber, usually within the ovary or fruit, associated with the carpels.



Miniature   A horticultural class of modern hybrid roses that includes plants generally less than
18 inches tall, originating from various crosses including hybrid teas, dwarf China roses,
and others, can also refer to other ornamental species.

Monoecious   Species with separate male and female flowers on the same plant, flowers are
unisexual, plants are bisexual, as opposed to dioecious.

Monopodial   Growth in which the apical meristem continues to grow indefinitely, branching is
usually minimal.

Nectar Disc   An enlarged disk-shaped structure of the receptacle that produces nectar.
Nectary    A nectar secreting gland, often near the base of the ovary or in a spur of the perianth. 
Needle   A narrow, linear leaf, often waxy, characteristic of conifers.
Net Venation   Leaf venation in a reticulate pattern, as opposed to venation with a parallel

pattern.
Node   The place on a stem where one or more leaves are attached, generally accompanied by

an axillary bud or branch.
Nut   An indehiscent fruit with one locule and one seed, hard, generally without fleshy pericarp,

as in acorns of Quercus.
Oblanceolate   Lanceolate, but with broadest part of leaf past the middle of the leaf and greater

taper toward the base.
Oblong   Usually a leaf with margins that are parallel over much of their length, as in linear but

much broader.
Obovate   Egg-shaped with widest part above the middle of the leaf.
Oblique   Leaf base that is slanted, not equal on each side.
Obtuse   Blunt or rounded.
Ocrea   A sheath at the base of the petioles formed from the fusion of stipules of opposite

leaves, as in Rubiaceae, or from the extension of the leaf sheath, as in Arecaceae.
Opposite   Two leaves opposite each other at one node, as opposed to alternate where there is

one leaf per node, or whorled where there are more than two. 
Orbicular   In the shape of a nearly perfect circle.
Ovary   The ovule bearing part of the pistil, located below the style.
Ovate   Egg-shaped with widest part below the middle of the leaf.
Ovule   Structure within the ovary (in Angiosperms) that contains the egg, becomes the embryo

following fertilization, and eventually the seed within the fruit, ovary and fruit are lacking
in Gymnosperms.

Palmate   Leaflets, lobes or veins radiating outward from a common point of attachment.
Papilionaceous   Zygomorphic corolla with five petals, the uppermost termed the banner is

outside and usually largest, the two lateral ones termed the wings are usually clawed, and
the two lower ones fused along their lower margins and are termed the keel that forms a
sheath to enclose the stamens and pistil, characteristic of many species in the family 
Fabaceae. 

Pappus   Modified sepals, often of many bristles, on top of the inferior ovary in Asteraceae,
generally facilitates dispersal

Parallel Venation   Leaf venation in a parallel pattern.
Peduncle   The stem of an inflorescence, or solitary flower. 
Pendulous   Hanging or drooping.
Perennial   Plant with life-span of at least three years, in horticulture can refer to gardens with



emphasis on herbaceous perennial plants as in the perennial border.
Perianth   The combination of the calyx and corolla, especially used when petals and sepals are

similar.
Pericarp   The wall of the ripening ovary or developing fruit, sometimes fleshy, within outer

exocarp and outside the innermost endocarp.
Persistent   Leaves, flowers, or fruit that remain on the plant, as opposed to deciduous, often a

relative term because no structure persists forever.
Petaloid   Structure other than a petal has the appearance of a petal, usually a sepal or stamen

appears petal-like.
Petals   The segments of the corolla, the inner parts of the perianth.
Petiole   The stalk of a leaf, the leaf-stem.
Phylogeny   The study of the evolution of taxa, especially of the major groups such as families,

orders, classes, etc. 
Pinnate    Usually leaflets, but can refer the other structures such as veins, that are arranged

along both sides of an axis, like a feather, as in pinnately compound leaves.
Pistil   The female reproductive structure, composed of ovary, style and stigma, one or more

pistils form the gynoecium, the pistil is formed from one or more carpels.
Pollination   The process of transferring pollen, and its male gamete, to a receptive stigma,

providing the opportunity for fertilization.
Pollinium   A more or less coherent mass of pollen, not in typical anther sacs, see Orchidaceae.
Polyantha   A horticultural class of old, hybrid roses with small flowers in dense clusters, very

heavy blooming, and very hardy, not common today, usually seen in the climbing, pink
flowered  'Cecil Brunner'. 

Polygamous   With both unisexual and bisexual flowers on the same individual plant.
Polypetalous   Corolla with separate, individual petals, as opposed to fused petals, see

sympetalous.
Prickle   A thorn-like outgrowth from the bark, usually irregular, as in Rosa
Procumbent   Lying flat on the ground, generally with rooting, as in some ground covers. 
Pseudobulb   Swellings of the stems of epiphytic orchids, each arising from a rhizome that is

often so short that the pseudobulbs appear stacked next to one another.
Pubescent   Covered with soft, short hairs, see also tomentose, as opposed to glabrous.
Pungent   With a sharp, biting, acidic, or sour odor.
Raceme   An unbranched inflorescence with individual flowers mounted with a stalk, the

pedicel, on a central axis, the rachis, and flowering from the bottom to the top. 
Ramet   An individual plant that is part of a larger vegetative body, a clone, as in spreading

bamboos.
Ray Flower   The outer ring of zygomorphic flowers in the typical flowering head of  Asteraceae,

with enlarged outer corolla lobe called the ligule, and short corolla tube, ray flowers are
absent in some species, and occupy the entire capitulum in others. 

Receptacle   The end of the flower stem, pedicel, upon which flower parts are mounted, or
end of peduncle upon which a flower head, or capitulum, is mounted, may be greatly
enlarged.

Regular   Corolla has radial symmetry, see also actinomorphic, as opposed to irregular or
actinomorphic.

Replum The septum joining the two carpels of the fruit in Brassicaceae.



Resupinate   The twisting of 180 degrees by a structure that reverses top and bottom.
Retuse   With a small notch, usually at the end of a leaf with a blunt apex.
Revolute   Margins, usually of leaves, rolled downward toward the lower surface.
Rhizome   A stem that grows on or below the ground with leaves and roots at the nodes, a

means of asexual propagation, may contribute to colonizing ability of some weedy
species. 

Rhomboidal   Diamond shaped.
Root   Usually underground structures of plants that provide anchorage, absorption of water

and nutrients, storage in some cases; does not have nodes or leaves. 
Rosette   Leaves all originating from the center of the plant, usually close to the ground.
Salinity   The accumulation of salts, especially sodium, in the soil.
Samara   A one seeded indehiscent fruit with a wing for dispersal, as in Acer, Fraxinus and

Ulmus.
Sap   Liquid that moves in the vascular system, may be white or milky, or colorless or watery.
Scale   Small, appressed leaf or bract, often dry, often found on imbricate buds.
Scape   Leafless peduncle, generally arising from base of plants, may support a single flower or

an inflorescence. 
Scar  The leaf scar is marking left on the stem following dehiscence of the leaf, where the

petiole was formerly attached to the node.
Seedling   A young plant that originated from a seed, rather than a bulb, cutting, etc., may have

leaves that differ more or less from adult lvs, and may have specific juvenile
characteristics, as in Eucalyptus. 

Sepal   The elements of the calyx, usually green and leaf-like or bract-like, may be petaloid and
form part of a common perianth. 

Serrate   Leaf margin with sharp teeth that point toward the end of the leaf.
Serrulate finely serrate. 
Sessile   Attached very closely with a very short stalk, in a spike gives the appearance of lacking

pedicels altogether.
Sheath   The basal part of the grass leaf that surrounds the stem and is below the blade.
Silique   Fruit of two carpels with a central replum, characteristic of Brassicaceae, dehiscing into

two parts corresponding to the carpels.
Simple    A leaf or inflorescence that is not branched.
Single Flower   A flower with the base number of petals, i.e. plant breeding has not changed

the number of petals.  See also Double Flower. 
Solitary   A flower that is born alone rather than in a cluster or inflorescence.
Spadix   A thick spike of flowers, characteristically subtended by large bract called a spathe as in

Araceae.
Spathe   A bract that subtends an inflorescence, examples are the spadix in Araceae, and an

umbel in Amaryllidaceae.
Spike   An inflorescence that is unbranched and has flowers with very short pedicels leading to

the appearance of sessile flowers on a simple stalk.
Spine   A short, modified stem with a sharp point.
Spur   Hollow projection from a petal or sepal that usually contains a nectar secreting gland.
Stamen   The male organ of plants that consists of a stalk called the filament and a pollen

bearing sack called the anther. 



Staminal-Column   The structure formed from the fusion of lower parts of the filaments,
usually forming a cylinder around the pistil, as in Malvaceae.

Staminode   A sterile stamen that often appears petal-like, or petaloid.
Standard   The three innermost perianth segments of the perianth, the petals, that are the most

upright, as opposed to the more drooping falls, the sepals, in the flower of Iris.
Stellate   Star shaped.
Stem   The leaf bearing axis of plants, composed of nodes and internodes.
Stigma   The distal end of the pistil where pollen is received and germinates prior to growth

down the style.
Stipule   An appendage at the base of the petiole, often occurring in pairs, often leafy.
Stolon   A prostrate stem, rooting at the nodes, and producing new ramets.
Style   The more or less elongated section of the pistil between the stigma and the ovary, in

which the pollen-tube grows in order to place male gametes in the ovary.
Style-Column   The lower parts of the styles are partially fused to form a column, as in 

Geraniaceae, but dehisce and disperse separately. 
Succulent   Plant with thick fleshy leaves, stems or roots that store and conserve water, an

adaptation to drought.
Superior Ovary   The attachment of the perianth and stamens on the floral axis is below the

ovary, as opposed to Inferior Ovary.
Sympodial   Growth in which stems periodically stop growth at the apical meristem and branch

from an axillary meristem, as opposed to Monopodial.
Sympetalous   Petals are at least partially fused to each other at the base, corolla falls as a single

unit, see also Connate.
Syncarpous   When more than one carpel forms the ovary and they are at least partially fused

to each other, as opposed to Apocarpous. 
Tendril   Any modified stem, leaf or leaflet that makes attachments to assist in climbing.
Tepal   Sepals and petals, collectively, when they are alike.
Terrestrial   Plants that grow on the ground, as opposed to aquatic plants or epiphytes.
Thorn   A sharp, woody outgrowth from the stem.
Truncate   Cut off, abruptly terminated.
Tuber   A swollen, usually underground stem, a storage organ like a potato.
Two-Ranked   Leaves arranged in two rows along the stem, may be either opposite or

alternate.
Umbel   An inflorescence with pedicel of each flower originating from nearly the same place.
Urn-Shaped   In the shape of an urn, usually referring to sympetalous flowers in many of the

Ericaceae.
Whorled   Three or more leaves at a single node, can refer to other structures.
Wing   1) One of the two lateral petals in the papilionaceous flower of Fabaceae, or 2) a thin

expansion of a fruit to increase dispersal, as in Acer.
Woody   Plants that form wood from secondary xylem that persists for more than one year, as

opposed to herbaceous.
Zygomorphic   Flowers with bilateral symmetry, as opposed to actinomorphic flowers with

radial symmetry, see also irregular.


