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General InfoGeneral Info

Botanical Name: Salix matsudana ‘Tortuosa’
Common Name: Corkscrew Willow, Dragon’s Claw 
Family: Salicaceae
USDA Zones: 4-9
Growth Rate: Fast
Invasive: No
Origin: China
Uses: Specimen 

Bonsai



DescriptionDescription

Crown Shape: Oval, upright/erect
Crown Uniformity: Symmetrical
Crown Density: Moderate
Height: 30-50’
Spread: 20-30’



FoliageFoliage

Leaf Type: Simple
Leaf Arrangement: Alternate
Leaf Shape: Linear, Lanceolate
Leaf Venation: Pinnate
Leaf Margin: Serrate
Blade Length: 2” - 4”
Leaf Color: Green
Fall Color: Yellow
Evergreen: No



Trunk/Branches/RootsTrunk/Branches/Roots

Branches: Grow vertically then droop
Pruning: Needed for good structure
Breakage: Highly prone to breakage, branch litter
Trunk: Susceptible to crown galls/cankers
Roots: Can become a problem as tree ages



Growing ConditionsGrowing Conditions

Water: Moderate to High, Thrives in High Moisture
Soil: Clay, Sand, Loam, Acidic-Alkaline (5.6-7.8),   

well-drained, occasionally wet
Drought Tolerance: Moderate
Salt Tolerance: High
Sun: Full/Part Sun
USDA Zones: 4-9



ReproductionReproduction

Sexuality: Dioecious (Separate Male and Female)
Flowers: Male/Female Catkins, 1”-1.5” Long
Fruit: 1” Cluster of Small Capsules W/ Fuzzy Seed, Poison
Propagation: Seed, Soft to Hard-wood cuttings



Pests/DiseasesPests/Diseases

Pest/Disease Resistance: Susceptible
Verticillium Wilt Susceptibility: Resistant
Common Pests: Aphids, Gypsy Moth, Willow Leaf Beetle, 
Lace Bugs, Poplar/Willow Borer
Common Diseases: Crown Gall, Willow Scab, Black Canker, 
Leaf Spot, Rust, Powdery Mildew, Tar Spot



UsesUses……


